
1.	 How long is an average adult polar bear? 

�

2.	 Which verb has the author used instead 
of repeating the word ‘smell’?  

�

3.	 Why do you think it is important for a 
polar bear to build up its fat reserves?  

�

�

�

4.	 Where do you think you could look to 
find out about how to help save the 
polar bears? 

�

�	

�

QuestionsPolar BearPolar Bear
Fascinating FactsFascinating Facts

Polar bears have a great sense of smell. They can 
sniff out seals from almost 1km away even when 
they are under the ice.

A fully grown adult polar bear weighs between 
175–650kg and measures approximately 2–3 
metres in length.

Polar bears need to hunt earlier each year due to 
climate change which is melting the sea ice. This 
means their feeding season is shorter and gives 
them less time to build up their fat reserves.  
This is why polar bears  
are quickly becoming 
an endangered species. 
Lots of people try 
to help polar bears 
through charity work.
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Eco-anxiety disclaimer: 
While every care has been taken to ensure that there are no significant 
emotional triggers regarding eco-anxiety for students in this lesson, any 
feelings that arise should be embraced and discussed non-judgementally.
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Answers
1.	 How long is an average adult polar bear? 

The average adult polar bear 
is 2–3 metres in length.

2.	 Which verb has the author used instead 
of repeating the word ‘smell’?  
sniff

3.	 Why do you think it is important for a 
polar bear to build up its fat reserves?  
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think 
it’s important for a polar bear to build 
up its fat reserves because it needs 
them to survive in the cold conditions.

4.	 Where do you think you could look to 
find out about how to help save the 
polar bears? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: 
I think you could look on the 
Internet or in a library to find 
out how to help polar bears.

Polar bears have a great sense of smell. They can 
sniff out seals from almost 1km away even when 
they are under the ice.

A fully grown adult polar bear weighs between 
175–650kg and measures approximately 2–3 
metres in length.

Polar bears need to hunt earlier each year due to 
climate change which is melting the sea ice. This 
means their feeding season is shorter and gives 
them less time to build up their fat reserves.  
This is why polar bears  
are quickly becoming 
an endangered species. 
Lots of people try 
to help polar bears 
through charity work.
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